
 

Grade 2 Important Math Information 
Place Value 

Dear Family, 

Our class is starting a new unit of study in mathematics called Place Value. This unit of study focuses 

on ensuring that students understand that the three digits of a three digit number represent amounts 

of hundreds, tens, and ones.  Students will also be working on mentally adding or subtracting 10 or 

100 to/from numbers up to three-digits. 

The specific learning goals your student will be working toward are listed below with examples of 

student work showing understanding of each learning goal. 

Learning Goal: Count within 1,000, understand that the three digits of a three digit number represent 
amounts of hundreds, tens, and ones, and be able to read, write, and compare two three-digit 
numbers. 

Example Problems Example Student Solutions  

 
 

How can we 
represent 327? 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Which is larger:  327 
or 237? 

             3 hundreds      +        2 tens +     7 ones = 327 

 

 

> 

327                 >           237 



 

Learning Goal: Mentally add 10 or 100 to a three-digit number, and be able to mentally subtract 10 or 
100 from a three-digit number. 

Example Problems Example Student Solutions 

What is 100 more 
than 461?  What is 

10 less? 
 

 
  
 

Mathematical Thinking and Practices Learning Goal: Recognize patterns and use them to  
solve problems.   

Things you can do at home to support your student throughout this unit of study: 
 

 Skip Counting 
In this unit of study, students are continuing to practice skip counting by 5s, 10s,  
and 100s up to 1,000.  You can help your child see everyday examples of this skill by counting 
items such as fingers or feet and then expanding the concept to counting by 10s and 100s. 
“When we are with the whole family, how many fingers are there?”  “I separated these buttons 
into groups of 10.  How many buttons do I have?” 
 

 Explain Your Thinking 
In our math class, students continue to engage in math problems and activities and share how 
they solve a given problem. Most importantly, children accurately solve math problems in ways 
that make sense to them. At home, encourage your child to explain his or her math thinking to 
you. 
 

 Math and Literature  
Here are some children’s books that contain ideas related to our work in this mathematics unit 
of study. Look for them in your local public library and read them together. 

o The Go-Around Dollar by Barbara Johnston Adams 
o Sea Sums by Joy N. Hulme 
o The Penny Pot by Stuart J. Murphy 
o The Case of the Missing Birthday Party by Joanne Rocklin 
o 100 Days of School by Anne F. Rockwell 
o Mathterpieces: The Art of Problem-solving by Greg Tang 
o Alexander Who Used to Be Rich Last Sunday by Judith Viorst 
o Tuesday by David Wiesner 
o How the Second Grade Got $8,205.50 to Visit the Statue of Liberty by Nathan Zimelman 

 

 

When I am adding 100, only the number in the hundreds 

place changes.  461 plus 100 would be 561. 

When I am taking away 10, only the number in the tens 

place will change.  461 minus 10 would be 451. 


